Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. —-Romans 8:26

Peace among the nations

Gracious God, grant peace among nations. Cleanse from our own hearts the seeds of
strife: greed and envy, harsh misunderstandings and ill will, fear and desire for revenge.
Make us quick to welcome ventures in cooperation among the peoples of the world, so
that there may be woven the fabric of a common good too strong to be torn by the evil
hands of war. In the time of opportunity, make us be diligent; and in the time of peril, let
not our courage fail; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

National distress

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and your
strength never fails. In this time of danger and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock
of defense. Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress,
and grant us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Time of conflict, crisis, disaster

God, our refuge and strength, you have bound us together in a common life. In all our
conflicts, help us to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, to listen for your
voice amid competing claims, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The nation

Holy Trinity, one God, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in
your own divine life. Make us, who came from many nations with many languages, a
united people that delights in our many different gifts. Defend our liberties, and give those
whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, that there might be justice
and peace in our land. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our sovereign and our Savior.
Amen.

Responsible citizenship

Lord God, you call your people to honor those in authority. Help us elect trustworthy
leaders, participate in wise decisions for our common life, and serve our neighbors in local
communities. Bless the leaders of our land, that we may be at peace among ourselves
and a blessing to other nations of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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